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Submitted by: Krista Wray

1 feel very privileged to have been given the freedom to create my own project
based on TCCBE guidelines and the needs of JSH while kecping with the niaterial
covered in IDST 385, After a number of meetings with Professor Morrison, Marisa
Kaczmarczyk of ISH and B‘a.rb_ Woolner of TCCBE I was able to create a course ouwtling
that would {it the nceds listed above. Being extremely unfamiliar with the processes
involved and the necessary requirements for a half credit course it was very helpful to
‘have all other members involved in the project to be familiar with the process and
expectations invelved. Everyone was very intercasted in helping me guide the program
but also very open and receptive to my input into the course requiremnents and grading
scheme.

1 enjoyed the work of the course very much. The workloud was heavy in the first
hall of the semester which was excellent for my schedule in that it allowed me to focus
on the major projects for my honours courses in the latter half of the semester. Becausc
there was a large part of the worlc concentrated in the first half of the course it was very
heﬁoful to have the majority of the course outline prepared prior to the beginning of the
sceond scmestert,

The teadings provided wers an excellent source of background information. 1t
helped to give me a solid understanding of what the cutrent development a;qé coonomic
sitvation in Jamaica was and how it came to be this way. Having a good understanding
of the expectations on me and the work that T was lo produce, both from Prof, Morrison

and J8H made my work extremety easy. Feedback about the work subraitted was also
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appreciated and helpful in completing future assignments. As an upper year student with
a full schedule, I really appreciated the freédom given to me to work on my own
according to my schedule.

As a politics and history major, and having never {aken a developmenl course
before, this was a very inferesting introduction into the discipline. Ireally eﬁj oyed
myself on the trip and learmed more 'th'én I had imagined about Jamaica, but alse about
myself. The trip to Jamaica was thé most thou ghi provoking and rewarding part of the
course. [t was overwhelming the amount of information that was packed inlo the ten day
trip. Bach day I was facing stereotypes that 1 did not even know Theld about J amaicé.
This was at first one of the most challenging aspects of the trip, and then one of the most
1'ewz-_n‘ding. T had thought that [ was going into Jamaica with a good foundation and fairly
good understanding of what T would be exposed to. Thad no idea that T held some of the
stereotypes thal I did, vntil T was cénfmntcd with them. This was a difficult realisation
for me, but it was very rewarding for me {o become aware of imy own shoitconting so that
I may be aware of this in future travels and other experiences.

The trip over all held a lot of changing moments for me. This expeﬁeuéc has
solidified my need to pursue a caregr n sociai_ justice. As this is my final year at Treni,
this course has influenced my career ch.oicev; and direction more than any other. Social
justice is something I had been thinking about at the beginning of the year among other
opportunities, but after visiting Jamaica and seeing some of the pmjecti chiefly
Famaicans for Justice, and listening to speakers suc’h as Pat and Angela, I have been
inspired to pursue work in sinﬁla-r fields. Being over in Jamaica and bejng exposed ﬁ) the

waork of the carious groups aleng with my working with J8H, | now understand and am

by
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more aware of the different positions and work that can be done within and NGO. This
could beeome very useful for me should I pursue a career working for and NGO.

T can’t express enough how privileged I feel to have gone on the trip. Since
development is not my major, I did not enter this course with the same expectations as
other students held. 1 am complelely satisfied with the trip, the organisation, my personal
ontcome, and the overall 1"ubning of this cowrse. The unconventional aspect of this course
has benefited me in various ways. I have learned some ai‘gemativa lessons, such as time
managemert and motivation. Overall I have enjoyed my TCCBE credit and would
encourage any person who is capable of pursuing this as an option (o do se. would also
recommend that TCCBE remain open to allowing other students the opportunity to form
their own projects, as T had, if there is not a current project available to suit their interests

or needs,

€l
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| “The Persistence of the Plantaﬁnn Legacy in Contemporary Jamaiea
From Decolonization to Nec-Liberalism: What Have We Learned?”
Author: Lovitt
Submitted by: Krista Wray

This chapter found in Levitt’s book attempts to consider some of the current
iseues facing famaican development through a historical perspective covering the last 4
decades. .Levitt begins with a look at the work of George Beckford, anthor of “Persistent
Pc;verty”r. His work considers the plantation paradigm and effects this has on the current
mind framé and socicty of Jamaica. Levilt offers a good discussion of his work and uses
it to *i.nfonﬁ the reader of the history so they may better understand how and why poverty
argse in Jamaica. Leviﬁ argues that the while the domestic financial scctor provides
many Jamaicans with employment it also perpetuates the gaps and power between the
rich and poor. In order 1o address the problems raised by this, which inelude low wages
and an extreme lack of investment into their own ‘inﬁ"astmctm'f:, L.e.vi"t't feels it necessary
to address the social conc‘ems facing Jamaica. The chapter continues with a bit @f
economic and development history of Jamaica in an intermalional perspective noting from
UN reports that Js‘amaicva led countries in development in the 70°s but dus to lack of ,
economic growth began to fall behind in the 80’s and 90’s.

Levitt continues by taking us through each decade, starting with the 19507,
giving a brief understanding of the main events that cither gid&d or hindered {Ee&@iopi}len‘t
and economic growth. The main discussion includes a eritique of Jamaica for not
following Puerto Rico in their Jack bﬂf de‘vetc}pment of their export markets, the elfects of
the new found fleating currencies in m.any of the world’s powerful economies and
ideological changes within political systems ﬂ'om socialism to n‘amlﬂﬁemﬁsm whicl in

turn led to the structural adjustment program.
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With a strong background of infermation Levitt concludes this chapter by looking
toward the :ﬂ,ttme. She considers what can be learned from the lessons of the past and
offers a fow récgmmendatioms she feels arc necessary for Jamaica’s successful
development. Her first point is to stress the importance to address the needs of what she
refers to as “social capital”. This would mean improving facilities such as the public
transportation system, education and decreasing poverty and the levels of wealth that
separatc the rich from the poor. The chapter ends positively looking to the future when -
Levitt ﬂott.% all of the possibilities 'thatklie ahead for Jarnaican people to pu;rsue and

further their development and Himit their poverty.

S
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“The Origins and Consequences of Jamaica’s Debt Crisis, ‘w"/@&%%}"’
‘ Author: Levitt
Submitted by: Krista Wray

The article begins with a look at the two political leaders blamed for Jamaica’s
poverty, Mr. Manley (leader of ﬂm PNF in power 1972-1980) and Mr. Seaga (leader of
the JLP in power 1980-1989). She continues to note that Jamaica is the most imﬁ;ortant
country in terms of Latin American and Caribbean countries in receiving development
aid and assistance from CIDA. Canada is not the only nation offering this aid and
therefore, Jamaica has incurred a massive amount of debt. The consequences of this debt
are the main focus of Lovitt’s chaptor,

Levitt dissolves claims made by the World Baxﬁ{ as Jamaica being a “modgrately
indebted’ nation. She notes that, although Jamaica does have a higher cxport market and
open sconomy, two factors which make Jamaica casier to capitalize on from outside debt

‘cbllectors, the majority of Jamaicans are living in dire poverty and the nation is
dependant on imports for multiple natural resources such as many food scurces and fuel.
The structural adjustment is taking the power away from the government and placing it in
the hands of the privé;s sector which also does not help to balance the tnequalities and rid
the nation of debt,

Sim notes the benelits many Jamaicans géinad under the Manley government of
the carly to mid seventies. Health and education were bOﬂ'l‘ INMproving, as wore wages
and employment rates. Thass econommic advancements were coming to an end in the late
70s when the government was forced to make agreements with the TMEF as they were no-

longer able to excrcise a pbﬁ,cy of self reliance. The Seaga government, who came inlo

power in 1980, quickly changed the pace with an “import-led, debi-fed expansion”.

ey
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Unable to maintain this pace, massive layoffs among other cutbacks were forced upon
Jamaicans in the mid 80°s. Whatever growth had ocowrred was imumediately lost and this
is what lead Jamaica to pursue the structural adjustment program. |
Jamaica’s cconomy has exhibited some signs of recovery. However, as it rtemalas
a nation who's wage incquality continues to ividen, and who’s social and political climate
grow worse. Levitt does not end the chapter on a positive nole, recognizing thal roughly
30} percent of the population’s annual n_aﬁu‘al increase emigrates cach year. if
development is about the people, and Jamaicans are losing th ew children to foreign

nations, then what motivation have they to better their situation?



Krista Wray 0167240

“The Jamaican Moment: New Paths for the Ca.rﬁhﬁsam?”
Author: Brian Meeks
Submitied by: Krista Wray

The article opens noting the differences between many Latin Amcrican and
Caribbean countries in that the former will pursue more radical lefi-leaning forms of
government, while the latter looks tov)‘ard the powerful hegem@ﬂc states for their forms
of government. Meeks main arguiment is that we are ciurently seeing is 4 “hegemonic
dissolution” in many of Caribbean nations and uses Jamaica as his prime example
explaining the phenomenon. This means that the developed hegemonic powers are no
longer able lo exercise the same p(ﬁwfers as before, and aliernatively the “hegemony from
befow” iz also unable to secure any legitimate power over the nation.

Because of globalization Caribbean nations have all shifted their focus from
primary exports to services and towrism. At the same ﬁmc there has been significant
growth in illegal trades including activities such as drug trade and kidnapping. While
some ccmmuﬁi‘fieé rely heavily on these illegal trades, as is made evident by the
protesting of civil society at the arrest Qf a t:uug lord, Meeks notes that not all Caribbean
countries have suffered under globalization, particularly those who have kept their
colonial tigs.

The end of the Cold War also put an end to the possibﬂi‘cy of “socially Orienteé »
development” for many Caribbean countries. Under the Manley government, Jamaica
experienced a policy change from .avoi.ding to participating in the iniernational economy.
The consequencas of this closed off many other methods of development for Jamaicans

and also resulted in Jamaica losing much of its educated professionals. The loss incurred
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from depriving Jamaica of their skills and expertise greatly o:,stwevighs'any gams n not
having to provide for them,

Mcéks discusses the dislocation between Jamaica and the colonial powers, who
once guided :«md aided in its development. He continues to discuss the current situation
in Jamaica noting that there appears to be a l'etum 1o the “grass root” level of

-01‘ganizati(lms and representation. President Portia Simpson Miller is known io come
from “true grassroots”, the current popular music scene to come out of Jamaica is
dancehall music with messages of resistance and many towns are often taking justice into
their own hands when they feel it is not being served through actions such as organized
riots or demonstrations. This sort of action according to Meeks is hegemonic dissolution.
‘ In closing his article Meeks offers some interesting points. President Simpson
| Miller is in an interesting position in that she may continue the same path as those before
her not resisting the stronger hegemmﬁc powers, ot she may listen to the people who
voted her in and follow their lead fér creating change m Jamaica. Doing ihe second
would not only change Jamaica but also the Caribbean as 2 whole argues Meeks. It

would mean a “move toward deeper democracy, greater accountability and new approach

i~
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A ?1‘ecarieug Balance: Neoliberalism, crisis management and the lmplesisn on
Jamaica®”
Author: Tony Weis
Submitted by: Krista Wray

Ihc mﬁn discussion of this article looks at the ever increasing ineqguality between
the classes of Jaingica as g dirvect result of structural adjustment. Weis considers some
barricrs whicl.i hinder the ciasses working togsther and provide a deeper rift between
Jamaicans. He argues that only after assessing and understanding these ba,i'i‘ial‘s can we
look to the future and create soime positive change within Jamaica.

The article begins with a historical look starting with President Manley’'s
adininistration in the 19’70’5.‘ Weis notes that although Manley was able to offer some
short term relief with his “third path” following an ideology belween socialism and 2 free
market, Manley did foree Jamaica to take on some heavy intemational debt and later
would make Jamaicans suffer because of his friendship with Fidel Castre durin g the
pericd of the Cold War.

Weis continues with a look at President Seaga, noting that although he was able to
bring some growth, it was short lived. President Seaga also drove Jamaica further into
debt, secured its place in the stru \“tural adjustment program and increased its inequality
between the rich and poor.

When explaining the mu’cnt situation in Tamuu Weis notes that money w which
should be spent on infrastructure and social services (such as health and sdycation) is

forced to be spe nt on paying of debt. This liberalisation also forces Jamaica to focus on

stabilizing their own economy, and are thercfore unable to enter into the international

economy, Liberalisation has led Jamaica to import more and produce less. They rely

=

more heavily now on their tourism industry and illogal dng trade. He continucs this



Krista Wray 0167240

discussion with a look at the declining social structure, noting the violence that bas begun
the plague the area.

While the majority of tﬂc article displays little hope for the faturc of J amaica and
its people, Weis does end with a discussion of possible methods for ameliorating the
current situation. He notes grounded education and the use of popular media such as film
andd radio as possible forums to m‘e;ﬁg a locally led organization {ighting for positive

change.

[\
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“Restructuring and Redundancy: The impacts and Illogic of Neoliboral
Agricultural Reforms in Jamaica”
Aunthor: Tony Weis
Submiited by: Krista Wray

Structural adj usﬁném programs followed by Jamaica since the 80’s, aloﬁg with
globalization, have created many changes to their agricultural industry. Jamaica’s small
farmers and plantations are losing business to the larger more wealthy “mechanized”
farmers. Weis argucs that a critical lock at the industry will highlight some of the
negative social and economic effects this decline has had, and will continue to have,
unless thers is significant change.

Weis begins his article with a look at the history of agriculture in Jamaica. Since
the most profitable land was used for plantations, the peasant farmers were forced to
work excruciatingly hard and soon became the “backbone” to Jamaica post slavery. He
notes that while development was halted under President Manley, there was 2 complete
shift in control under President Seaga, where Jamaica was now directed by those ;’iﬁ

- Washingtoni. This saw a shift from agﬁculmre: being a priority to being left to the market
where it would either prove itself worthy by being proﬁtabl@ or it would fade away
leaving its workers free to enter the service industries.

The following section of the article discusécs the various adjustments made in
Jamaica and how they directly affected the agricultural businesses. Main points hore
include: currency devaluation, wﬁiJa making exports more competitive also made farm
tools more expensive and therefore was not a benefit to local farmers; President Seaga’s
Food Assistunce Program which made imported good far cheaper than locally gﬁ'mvn; the
faiture of worker’s cooperatives being taken over by the government with hopes of

returning to plantations and factories, These adjustments led directly to the decreass in
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participation in the ag'icﬁltural industry. This decrease in workers also meant a decrease
in efficicncy and productivity which led to the second phase of adjustments for the
agricultural scctor.

Weis continues his arlicle looking at the decliné of the Jamaican sugar and banana
industries and diary farms, and significant rise in imports and lifestyle change since the
liberalization of the early 90s. Jamaicans can barély aﬁbfd t§ farm their own resources
and are unable to compete within international economies and becausc o[ actions taken
by their government are losing profits to the imported food markets. Scme of the
corxsequ‘ences from this include a loss of culture for MacDonald’s, K¥C and Burger King,
which in turn leads ‘;o health issues ranging from obesity, diabetes and heart diseasé.

In his conclusion Weis restates many of his importani arguments, stressing the
important role agriculture has in Jamaican economy and culture. He adds the imporiance
to having affordable food, and by ridding the nation of small farmers you're only adding
to the number of poor looking for food.  This in tum will only spread the high levels of
violence and unrest found ir;. Kingston today to the periphe: es and smaller communities
around the country. Because of thesc issues he argues that it is necessary for a market
mtervention in Jamaica’s agricultural industry and the redistribulion of profitable land

" amongst Jamaica’s small farmer:

wy
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“(RE-)Making the Case for Land Reform in Jamaica™
Author: Tony Weis
Submitted by: Krista Wray

Through critically examining the cutrent economic and devciopment conditions in
Jamaica Weis is arguing in favour of land reform as one potential remedy for saving the
agricultural industry. This article’s research is based around discussions of theorctical
argumments fmm‘othﬁr sources of literature combined with interviews of 2 range of
persons affected, including farmers, govemnﬁen‘t officials and various memibers of NGOs.
The main argument proposed by Weis concerns the end of the plantations, and the need
to redistribute this land, some of the most arable land in Jamaica, amongst the local small
farmers. This would not only increasc their production efficiency, but lower food prices
and make them more competitive with the imporled foods. This could also protect
. violence from spreading from urban areas through to the entire nation and also decrease '
the health problems suffered by'ma.ny Jamaicans with their diet of imported goods.

The article begins with a Jook at the history of plantations in Jamaica. Weis notes
that the inztjo%*ity of the prime land was given lo plantations, while local farmers were
forced to use Jvh_xf was left. Although 6111&'1¢ipa'i§.0n wag nearly 170 years 2go, Weis
notes that land ownership is still eitremeiy unequal with “4 percent of faudhoiders
conﬂ‘oiling 65 percent of all the agri.cu‘itm'éd land and estates and pastures”. ﬁe continies
to highli glﬁ more problems facing small farmers in that the land they are left with is often
on mountain sides, when he continnes to iist the environmental and safety hazards this
provides. . |

The article conﬁnue_s with a look at the current agricultural situation in Jamaica.

With a focus on various markets including sugar and bananas, Weis shows how



liberalization has had a debilitating effect on Jamaican farmers. Dicreased reliance on
imported goods has also meant a significant loss to profits for local farmers as they are
unable to compete with the lower prices provided by this new market.

Weis continues with a look at why the agricultural industry iz vital 1o the success.
of Jamaica’s economic and sacial development. Although the sector confribyutes very
little to the GDIP, it does offer some reassurance (o the potential food insceurity issues
facing the naﬁon with regards to their steep trade imbalance, offers employment for many
which directly affects the levels of poverty and violence experifcn_c-ed by people living in
the more urban areas. Acpording to onc Jamaican interviewed, land reform is crucial for
attracting youth to the agiicultural sector as a potential for future employment.

Weis continues with a look at the bencfits of small farms and land reform. There
are many to note here, both eoogémical and ecological. However most important would
_ be the higher level of produce gained from farms under 100 acres compared to those that
are larger, increased levels of pfoductiﬁiy from the willingness to work on one’s own
farm as opposed to labouring on a larger area of land to which the worlker feels no dirsct
tie and small farms being more Hkoly to employ ecologically friendly farming techniques.

The final section of the article Weis suggests that land reform alone cannot solve
the problems of the agricultural sector but will need some further changss in order to
support the farmers and their new business. He makes many remmﬁneﬁc’xaﬁ oms including
protecting agricultural land strictly for thaf pur;%ose, not to use land reform as a method
for solidifying a political position or ideology, enticing the youth to pursue agriculiure as
a career, access fo credit in order to make the necessary investments at the beginning

along with a few other suggested changes.



In his conclusion Weis states again the mmportance of land reform. His closing
thought is one with hope; with the decline of other industrics, such as sugar and banana,
the fime has come to look to the local farmers for success and land reform wounld be one

method through which this change could cornmence.
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“Badness- Honour” pp 13-25, 40-46
Author: Obika Gray
Submitted to: Prof Morrison, JSH, TCCRE
Submitted by: Krista Wray

The article sets out to discuss the differences found in rosponses to oppression and
lack of power by comparing the reaction of Jamaica’s wban mobilized poot to
populations of other nalions experiencing similar levels of poverty or oppression. Gray
notes that unlike other nations where the common response would be to band together in
protest or overthrow the oppressive powers, in Jamaica we can find some mass
movements and protests, but quite often we find intense violence and disruption of power
relationships. Therefore, according lo Gray we do not sce a need to overthrow the
existing powers ot fight for “free political chioice™, but rather a need for “setf-ownership,
social ambition and individualism. ..and personal honow™ as the main motivators for the
urban poor.

The article continues with a look at badness-honour, the theory for which the
paper is named. It began in the 1960s when violence was becoming increasingly the
normal method of resistance for Jamaica’s urban poor. Because the people in the slums
were able to disropt the routine activitics in the larger society through there defiant or
violent behaviour (badness), many saw this as a method through which they could
exercise some of their own power, thus establishing a certain level of respect within their
own culture (honour). .

Through the 1970s badnesz-honour increased to the point where it became
influential and acccpted at thmes by political leaders. This soon mads violence a norm

" Jamaican culture, being the method through which the wiban poor were able to exercise
their voice against all those by whom they were being oppressed. This eulture soon
infiltrated the political parties as they too would pursue badness-honour in order to
achieve lovels of power or public support.

Gray continues to discuss the use of badness-honour today by people of all levels
of status, and in many nations with varying levels of development or forms of
government, Gray uses the United States as another place where badness-honour can be-
found giving gangstor tap as one example. The discussion continues with a look at which
societies and which groups within thoge societies are more likcly to participate in the
culture of badness-honour.

The later part of the readings considers badness-honour and its effects on
democracy. After noting the use of badness-honour by both civil society and politicians,
Gray discusses the logs of logitimacy experienced by Jamaica’s democratic government
in the 19707, This seemed to be an obvious contradiction, the methods through which
one gained and or maintained authority in Jamaica was completely opposite to the
standards followed by democracy.

This trend continued to rise in popularity amongst many groups in Jamaica, and
therefore, badness-honour will be one cultural norm that will be exceptionally difficult
for Jamaicans to rid from their socicty. Gray continues to discuss a few of the reasons for
this. They include an international feeling of “civil sirife” from religious, national, or
ethnic concerns, and the dissolving of Jamaica’s racism which is roflected in many of it
political policies. ' '

o

s



Krista Wray 0167240

This article is fairly repstitive in the first half. There is much discussion of the
need for the urban poor to assert themsclves in the eyes of the power holders. The author
docs not give a solid definition of badness honour until half way through the article. The
clarity of the argument would be heightened if this definition were given earlier on in the
discussion.

b2
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“Caribbean Transnationalism as a Gendered Process”
Author: Christine G.T. Ho
Subnutted to: Prof Morrison, JSH, TCCBE
Submitted by: Krista Wray

The article opens with a look at the role emigration plays in the Caribbean. No
other part of the world looses as many of their people as the Caribbean. Some ellects of
this include a shortage of schools foreing students to seck education elsewhere which also
plays a part in the lack of profcssionals found in the arca. Globalization and the shiftio a

‘more capitalist focused international econonly is another reason people atc leaving,
searching for higher wages and a better life. Ho attempts to examine the gendered
aspects of globalization by locking at Caribbean women and their role as mothers and
workers noting the importance and influence they have in family relations as well as
affecting the market; how the needs of these intemnational markets often change the face
of the Caribbean family and [inally the negative elfect this has on the people involved.

She begins by explaming that many Caribbean familics are matrifocal, meaning
they place the greatcst importance ot the mother child relationship, bul still may be and
quite often are, headed by males (patriarchal). She further discusses the lack of nuclear
fammilies in the Caribbean and how that does not comply with their culture. She also
discusses the oppression felt by many women, Women are still expected to care [or the
children and the home, while capitalism has now forced them into the workforce as wel,
giving them the burden of a “double day”.

Ho continues with an excellent argument stating **. . .denying women male
financial support and profection, the system also demands of them economic
independence and responsibility for their families.” She continnes noting some of the
problems when gathering data on working women in that many of them work informally,
possibly not receiving monetary wages for example. She continues noting what little
work is made availablé io many women, mostly domestic services or factory jobs, Both
of these.employment opportunities do not provide a wage with which one could raise and
care for a family. Further move women's work more often than men’s is affected by
pregnancy, a lack of child care or illncss in the family.

Ho argues that women’s involvement in the workforce isn’t actually a step
towards gender equality. The women were forced into the tabour force because of
employment insecurity with the majority of them taking positions that still do not rid
them of this threal. The lack of employment opportunitiss has led many women to
emigrate, which is where we see the new dynamic of transnational families.

' The following saction of the article highlights the Price family story who have
immigrated from the Caribbean to America and their efforts to work together supporting
each other in establishing their new lives. Ho shows that it was the women of the family
who initiated the move, and then worked together combining resources to cut back costs

on necessities like rent, food and child care,

' Ho notes that the Price family ave indeed a {ortunate group, as many families whe

tmigrate are single parent households and unable to secure child care. This poses a

scrious problem when attempting to scoure employmont or pursue education. This

immigration is also quite often a marriage breaker. There is a significant shift in
ideclogies when Caribbean women come to North America to find work. The equality

[
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experienced in North America makes many women question the male dominance ol their
marriage. Woen are still expecting the men to be the main samer for their family.
However this is quite often not he case, is it may be easier for the woman to find work.
Thesc are also all factors which affect the children’s relationship with their parents. The
long term separation, or the shift in ideology is too much for most families and this is one
major method through which capitalism is reshaping the Caribbean family.
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A Dissertation Submitted to the Graduate Facnlty of the University of Ottawa in
Partial Fulfillment of the Reguirement for the Degree Master of Arts
Author: Belisle
Submitted by: Krista Wray

Belisle begins the article noting the importance of food imports on the tourist

“industry. Much of the food and drinks used by tourists are imported. This raises many
issues such as a loss of foreign cxchange, an inability to further the local food production
industry and the uneven distribution of wealth this creates which may in tum create poor
attitudes of locals towards tourists. In his study Belisle considers man issues concerning
food use of hotels, including which local food products are used compared to those that
are imported and why and what some of the barriers are that disable local foad producers
from selling their products to the hotels.

In chapter IT of the study, Belisle discusses the decline of the tourist industry in
Jamaica since the 1970s. A decling in tourists is not the only negative factor mentioned
in the study. There are some serious leakages within the industry. Thess include forsign
ownership of many hotels, the degres to which the industry relies on imports of supplies
as well as workers, and the government’s involvement through incentives. The chapter
continues to look at the ways in which the tourist industry can impact the food industry.
Jobs in tourism may take workers away from farming, hotels could potentially take land
away from farmers and tourism may also entice farmers to have a more broad range of
crops, Following this is a brief discussion of the literature on the topic, highlighting
arguments for and against tourism in Jamaica concerning land use and the ciffects this has
on the agricultural industry. Many feel that hotels do indoed take land and therefore
income away from many farmers, however others argue that the land uscd by the tourist
industry is not in fact fertile land, and would not yield profitable crops.

The research continues with a look at food and drink use by tourists which
accounts for roughly 30 per cent of all money spent by tourists while in famaica,
Therefore the agricultural sector could potentially make some income working with the
tourist industry. Unfortunately sinec the majority of food and beverages served to
tourists is imported this is one serious leak of income for many Jocal Jamaicans in the
agriculfural industry. Imports are used for a number of reasons including cheaper costs,
more reliable and preferred by tourists compared to locally grown products, While it’s
noted that many North Americans like to travel and experience new destinations they like
to do so with the comfort of their own foods. Many tourists do appreciate trying new
foods, but would not like a steady dict of foreign meals while on vacation. This makes it
extremely difficult for many local farmers. They may either choose to change their crops
to suit the appetite of the visiting population. Alternatively farmers may continue to
produce Jocal fruits and ve:atgbles in hopes of some tourists returning home and
confinuing to purchase a couple of these items more regularly thus increasing or creating
a their cxport marlet. ‘

In his conclusion Belisle sums up his main arguments succinetly. He ughi ght
the main reasons for the use of imported goods rather than locally grown noting imports
are more religble, higher guality, cheaper, the item may nuf be available locally, and it
fits the tourist’s preforence. He continues with a look at factors which are inbibiting
Jaraaicans from expanding their agricultural sector in order to better meet the needs from

[O%]
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the tourist industry. These faclors include physical barriers including sloping land and
poor rrigation systems, the uneven distribution of land making it impossible for many
farms to produce a surplus of produce and lack of technology and equipment. Belisle
offers some suggestions of policy changes or where emphasis should be placed for the
agricultural sector to be able to successfully expand and better meet the needs of the
tourist industry. ‘

7
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“Cyime and Public Policy in Jamaica
Author: Don Robotham

Submitted to: Prof Mormrison, JSH, TCCBE
Submitted by: Krista Wray

The article opens with an interesting argument. Many believe there s a direct
link between high crime rates and a lack of economic development and investment as it is
a logical assumption to make. However, Robotham points out that there are few cascs to
support this, and lists three nations (Columbia, Mexico and Russia) to refute this
assumption. Therefore he feels that if the profit is sufficient crime Iovels will not deter
other nations or corporations from investing in Jamaica, a drop in crime will not
necessarily lead o higher invesiment in Jamaica.

He does note the urgency with which the issue of crime and violence must be
addressed in Tamaica, but for humanitarian reasons, not economic. Crime has become so
terrible that it will not be rid with the community policing, Jamaicans must find a way to
give legitimacy, particularly the legitimate use of force, must be given back to thelr
authority figures.

The article continues with a look at the reasons for crime which the author has put
into iwo categories, background casual factors which includs “demographic, cconomic,
political and social factors,” and specific situational factors. While many feel intimidated
or overwhelmed with the depth at the larger background factors, Robotham arguss that-
these are the conditions which must be remedied as they are the origin of the causes of
crime issues within Jamaica.

The following sections of the article consider what the author views as the main
~ concerns which must be considered while searching for a solution. The section on
demographics considers the significant rise in the population of males aged 15-29, noting
any nation with an increase in the target population, especially those wherc aceess 1o
guns is easy, has seen a rise in violent crime. Therefore, this trend should continue and
there should be a drop in crime rate as this demographic becomes smaller in size.
Furthering this concern is the rate at which urbanization is ocourring, forcing this
demographic to be closer in smaller living conditions. This is one area the author nofes
deserves much more atlention and rescarch. Another area which is significantly affecting
this group are the high levels of ungmployment and lack of education or training.
Robotham argues that the budget of Jamaica’s educational system must be greatly
increased, and again, this is an area where further study is necessary.

The structurs of Jamaica’'s economy also perpetuates its poverty which in turn
feeds the culture of violence, Jamaica’s domestic debt is [ar greater than their
international debt, This is paid oul to large businesses through taxation, therelore
Jamaicans are experiencing what Robotham refers to as a redistribution of income. This
needs to end in order to being the close the gap hetween the rich and poor of Jamaic.

The article continues with a look at the underground economy. While many
people are unemployed and uneducated, there has been a rise in industries such as drug
trafficking, illegal imports in hopes that one can gain some economic stability and
possibly increasc their social status. - According to Robotham, this has led to, over the
past 25 vears, an increase in oriminal political economy. There is now such a highly



developed group that local policing will not be sufficient in controlling their deviant
behaviour. :

Robotham continues to show the significant issues concerning Jamaica’s formal
sconomy, mainly because of their industries Jamaica is not likely to expertence and
significant change in the near future. This in tum means it is highly unlikely that there
will be any rise in cducation or employment rates. The article further discusgses the
reorganization of the economy made by the governments in efforts to create a surplus and
better the socicty, cut backs will undoubtedly be made. This will have a negative effect
on society, and therefore crime will continue and possibly rise over the coming years.

The following section discusses the concerns of gangs, drugs, and their
interconnectedness with the police and politics. He discusses the protection given lo
certain gangs when the party with whom they are affiliated with is in power, or the
numbor of contracts which are given out to gangs, in order to assure “sccurity”. With
such inter conmected ness as seen here, it becomes apparent that this is indeaed an issue far
greater than can be governed by self-policing communitics.

Thig discussion continues with a look at the change in valucs amongst many
Jamaicans, There is no longer much difference between tural and urban values, as they
are all feeling threatened because of their economic instability and underemployment.
Globalization, it is noted, has perpetuated and intensified the racial and class divide in
Jamaica as well. ‘ » : »

Finally there is a section devoted to the police in Samaica and the role they play
in perpetuating the culture of violence in Jamaica. Continually being accused of police
brutality and corruption, the police are clearly a system which do not help to protect but
rather threaten huoman rights and civil liberties, This is an issue which must be addressed
urgently according to Robotham, since Jamaica has such an embedded iradition of
valping individual freedom, there is no telling what may happen should the police
continue to abuse their authority.

The article continues with a look at Situational casval factors. The first to be
discussed are guns. Guns are a major Issue in Jamaica, as they are used in killings,
vobberies and other crimes. While the number of murders {s docreasing it appsars that the
number of shootings or gun related crimes is increasing.

The author offers some solutions to these issues by first pefuting out what doss
not work. Community policing is one method which Robotham argues will not solve the
issue. Although he does support its use, it is not enovngh. Development projects are
ancther area where change could be achieved however it must be done in such a way that

it will indecd be beneficial to Jumaica. Therefore, much research must be done as well as
review of existing polices to ensure the highest possibility of success. The author
siresses, as has been done throughout the article, the importance of macroecononiic
restructuring for Jamaica’s successful development. There noeds to b more ermphasis
placed on education and training. Restructuring of the current education system is one
method proposed by the author in decreasing the high drop out rates. There must be
more cmphasis also placed on civil liberties and humen rights. If this were to oceur it is
possible to reform the police, politics and rid their society of the gang violenco it
currently possesses. Something has to be done about gun control, ideally stoppiug them
before they enter the couniry and cutting it off at the source, but if not X ray mefhn'\@i
and sniffer dogs would be a gdod start— same trus for drug rrafficking, cut it off. . .or fine




the airlines that carry it on their flights. Finally more research must be devoted to this
concern. That is the only method we will learn what methods are effective and efficient.
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“Power Violence and the Jamajcan ‘Shotta Don’
Author: Anthony Bogues
Submitted to: Prof Morrison, JSH, TCCBE
Submitted by: Krista Wray

The article opens with a historical look at violence and power relationships within
TJamaican culture. Looking at colonialism, slavery and various missions by fundamental
Christians it is easy to sce the violence and oppression that has becn suffered by many
Jamaicans. Rather than put an end to violence the abolition of slavery in the 60s saw a
change in Jamaica’s culture of violence.

Bogues discusses how the 70s saw the vmlem,c culture cross into popuhr culture
with movies like The Harder They Come. This illustrated and normalized Jamaica’s
violent culture, showing through the main character a need to asscrt one’s masculinity
and respect and using violence as a method to through which this honour would be
achieved.:

) The article continues to look at the two party political system in Jamaica which

has been able to divide the nation. This form of “political party violence” is ene ol three
noted by the author, the remaining two being “not and revolt” (not discussed further) and
violence which lea ads to control in local areas. This includes actions where communities
take control of their roads, or take whatever action they feel noccssary when they feel
failed by their judicial system.

The author continues with a look at sovereignty and its importance to Jamaican
saciety. Originally famaicans wanted to be a sovereign nation, free from slavery and
oppression. More recently many Jamaicans are now feeling a new sense of sovereignty
as they have lost all hope in their political parties being ablc to rule and govern the
nation. Jamaicans feel an extreme sense of social dislocation, almost isolation, in that
there is no one on which they can rely bul themselves. This bas allowed for 2 new leader
to emerge, called the ‘don’. These dons can be found today ruling in small communities,

The end of the article discusses a number of peace treaties which have been
signed between waring groups in Jamaica. Bogues looks at the positive aspects such
treaties have on their communities which include a decrease in crime rate including rape
and petty thelt, However, these treaties have not been able to continue successfully if
other aspects of the communitties life du not «*hzmge as well. Without sconomic
development or assistance many of these areas have once again become plagued with
violence and crim

[y
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Social Toxins and Qur Children: Can the Pollution be Stopped?
‘From Environmental Foundation of Jamaica: 2™ Annual Public Lecturc October 2006
Auther: Professor Blsa Leo-Rhynie
Submitted to: Prof Morrison, JSH, TCCBE
Submitted by: Krista Wray

The talk opens stating the need to protect children not only from environmental
pollutants but “social toxins™ as well. The lecture considers these social toxins, the role
they play in hindering children’s development and tries to answer the question how can
they be stopped? ‘ :

There is a beisf discussion on the various matiers that combine to make up the
cnvironment as it pertains to a child’s development. Environment in this respect is
broken down into three layers. The first is the microsystem which is (he biological make
up of the child. The second is the mesosystem which refers to the relationships between
the child and its surroundings. Next is the exosystem also referring to relationships, but
in the wider social sphere having an indirect influence on the child, examples of the
exosystem include access to education and employment. Finally there 1s the
macrosystem which includes the value systern, social norms, laws, beliefs and stercotypes
that all ghape the behaviour and environment swrrounding the child. Each of these
systems is affected by the chronosystem which is the timing of normal events in a child’s
life ag well as the unexpected evenis which shape a child’s development.

Foilowing ig a discussion on the social toxing and how they affect these systems.
Poverty ig given ag an example of a social foxin affecting many Jamaicans and would
hinder the microsystem by putting extra pressures on the family. This 1s supported with
statistical evidence showing how poverty effects children’s invelvement in crime and
education and development,

The family is another critical factor in the development of children, It is where
many learn their social roles; boys leam aggressive promiscuous and anthoritative
behaviour while girls learn to be the nurturing cavegiver. This is changing significantly
however as many families now suffer not only from absent fathers but also absent
mothers. With the ability to provide for one’s family becoming incrcasingly difficult
mothers are being forced out of the home in order to work to care for their family. This
has Ied to the increase of “barrel” and street children. Barrel children refers to the
children: who are only connected ‘o their parents through the barvel of supplies, clothing,
food and other itorns, which are sent to them from overseas. This effects the micro- and
chronogystems by placing to much responsibility on children which can lead {o low self
esteem, insecurity and hostility. Other alternatives include placing the children in homes
of friends or other family members. While this has potential for success, children are
olten shulfied between multiple homes, never being able to establish apy security. Thi
can also expose children to various forms of abusc which clearly impedes developmoent.

 Another famihial concern is teenage parents. This negatively effects education
which in turn halts one’s developmental potential which will most likely lead to a lack of
security, which may push her into unstable relationships which may result in further
pregnancies. Teenagers are also not mentally preparcd to become parents. This can lead
to stmilar mal effects on a child’s development as have been previcusly discussed with

the experiences of absent parents.
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Violence is the next topic to be examined in how it cffects the development of
children. The majority of children are exposcd to violence and those who do not sce it
within their community are often exposed to it through the media. The devastating
effects of violence, abuse and forced labour on children’s development are further
explored through this section. Many of these children will turn to violence as it 1s the
only coping or survival method they have been taught.

The discussion continues with a look inte how HIV/AIDS affects children’s
development. This disease will leave many children as orphans. Chlidren suffering from
HIV/AIDS will often be left to the streels as they arc stigmatized in schools and not
wanted by othet family or commuiity members. Lack of education and understanding of
the disease prevents children from accessing the necessary support systems, when they
are available. The lack of education also leads to the spread of the discase as well.

The lecture continues by looking at the specific, less obvious effects these social
toxins have on children. Mortality rates amongst children ander 5, malnourishment and
poor prenatal carc are all given as examples of how health is effected by environment.
Education is another area that is negatively affected. icsimc done on-children aged 6 and
11-12 produced results showing children from poor houscholds having lower cognitive
skills and higher behavioural problems. Studies are also showing that Jamaican studcnts
are underperforming in both math and language in comparison to other Cartbbean
children. This is 2 harmful cyele of excess pressures as a vesult of poverty leading to
poot edncation which ‘mppdes the child’s chances of developing to their {ull potential,
lcading them back to a life of poverty as a result of limited employment opportunitics,
Finally behavioural problems are discussed as a social consequence from social toxins.
Coping methods are often developed as survival methods when children are raised
violent or unstable conditions.

The following section discusses the consequences and implications of these social-
toxins. The primary concern is sccial exclusion which can be seen when as  result of
unemployment, poverty and lack of education. There arc many effects noted here which
include children living on the street, malnutrition, breaking down of th iy
absent parents or teenage parents, and health issnes such as HIV/ATDE or 1t 1!21*17;211 health
1sSues.
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The final portion of the locture fooks at some possible sclutions o the issues
presented by social toxing, International aid and deve]opmeni Fif s could be direct ;1
towards children, as they will eventually be the ones running the nation, was given as one
option. Increased education on safe sex practices and HIV/AIDS is also exiremely
important. Jamaica’s government can also take some action to protect the rights of their
children. Ensuring the laws and acts protecting the children arc fully enforced is one
positive addition the state can make towards eradication social toxins. Communities are
also able to add to the bettering of child development through early childhood education
programs and Sunday school. These are both areas whers positive values maybe
instilled, The {amily also needs to be given some sort of stability and security.
Addressing issucs of poverty may help bere. Education about parenting is another arca
where significant improvements could be made. If'both of these concorns were seriously
addressed then there may be an inctease of lime that pavents could spend with their
children which would drastically improve every aspect of the child’s development. In

order to achieve success all persons in all levels of society nust take on some

N
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responsibility in the development of children, whether it be through pelicy making or
reinforcing positive social norms.

(5]
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“The Jamaican Crime Problem: New Developments and New Challenges for Public
Policy™
Author: Anthony Harriott
Submiitted to: Prof Morrison, ISH, TCCBE
Submitted by: Krista Wray

The article opens with the author clearly stating his intent to outline the issues
which have created and help continue Jamaica’s crime problem, noting the problems this
violence presents in other areas of life such ag policy creation.

The discussion begins with a look at the focus for economic development by
Jamaica when it was a newly self zoverned nation, and how this need continues on today.
Harriott looks al the imiportance policy plays in the development of a nation, noting the
lack of, or unequal distribution of economic development prosents an opportunity for
violence to increase.

Harriot! discusses the accep*ance of violence by many people as a normal part of
Jamaican culture. He gives examples of it being seen in all parts of society, local
communities working together because they no longer have faith in their judicial system,
to government officials using “bad judgment™ to achieve their goals.

Harriott feels it is time to do something to change this culture of violence in
Jamuaica, and speculates on the consequences if it should continue. He looks at history to
see what the conseguences have been and what may be facing Jamaica if they do not
change their policies and culture’s acceptqnce of violence.

Thigre was a significant in creas in the use of violence by both the government and
society in the late 60°s, so by the early 70°s Jamaican government was forced to inpose
diseiplinary measures, Sadly these only fueled the public’s violent ways and did not
golve any issues. The violence in Jamaica has continued to rise and worsen whore they
now have one of the worst hormicide rates in the world. The change that ocewred in the
late 708 in Jamaica wag one that saw a decrease n pf‘ﬂpaﬁ;v critnes with an increasc in
viclent crime. Today we are at another arca where a similar change is possible, from
viglent crime to political erime. This is, as it was in the 70’s, another “,meg point for
Jamaicans, according to Harriott, where change is imperative.
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“To Hell With Paradise: The History of the Jumaican Tourist 13;1&.%&“& vy
Author: Frank Fonda Taylor
Submitted by: Krista Wray

‘While Taylor is presenting the history of tourism in Jamaica, he notes thal many
of the issues and concerns form earlier years have yet Lo be resolved today. The
introduction begins with look af Jamaican tourist industry by going back (o the late | 800s
when Jamaica and surrounding islands were becoming a fashionable area for wealthy
white people to vacation. He notes this was made possible in part by the indusirial
revolution. The creation of the steam engine made travel much more accessible to many
people as well as 4 growing need to cscape the pollution that was incroasingly becoming
more common in the urban areas. Therefore, travel abroad was prémoted as a “health
spa”. Taylor continues noting with the movement of people camne the movement of
money. This becams more common in the early 1900s and increasing tradc between
Jamaica and the United States.

The introduction continues with a look at some of the problems facing Jamaica in
creating its tourist industry., There were issucs of racism, especially with the Caucasian
visitors from the US. Further discussed in the [irst section of lus book are other concerns
including the dependency on other nations, namely the US, created through the tourist
industry and the social and economical effcets this has on Jamaicans.

In chapter nine “The Second Coming” Taylor discusses the growing popularity of
Jamaica as a vacation destination. In the 1930s Pan American World Alrways linked
Jamaica with the US thus making Jamaica accessible for middls class people along with
the wealthy, It was not long after that, Buropean nations began to spend their vacation
time there as well. Plane travel soon surpassed boat as the method of fransportation to
Jamaica and the tourist industry continued to grow.

Tourism became the second greatest industry, the first being sugar, of imporiance
economically for Jamaica in 1951, The number of people staying for longer periods of
time continued to increase over the 50s. Jamaica was forced to cnang-v ta tourisw image
from strictly high grade seasonal openings to one that could accommeodate budget
travelers and was open all year round,

Taylor corntinues with a look at how the govenment was invoelved in promoting
tourism in Jamaica. There was the Hotel Aid Law which offered many benefits including
making it more feasible to build hotels allowing supplies needed to be brought in without
having to pay the required dutics on the ftems. The government also replaced it
government appoimted board on tourism with the Jamaica Tourist Board in. 1954, This
included people who were highly involved in tourisim and theréforc more motivated to
better the industr vy v

With the increase in tourism world wide through the 60s, Jamaica saw many new
hotel chains coming to their shores. Hiltons, Holiday Inns, Sheratons among others were
beginning to increase the GNP of the nation. However, as Taylor points out, these are all
chatus owned by American companies and so while the GNP may increase, liitle if any of
the profit is seen by Jamaicans.

Taylor continues with a look at the reactions of famaicans to the tourist indusiry.
Many Jamaicans had a lot of animosity for the tourist industry. They felt as though it
took part of their land away from them with the privatization of many beaches being
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enforced and the hotels built being out of reach economically for many Jamaicans. Gther
ways in which tourism had changed the face of Jamaica was through the increase of drug
wafficking, sex trade and gambling,

COne method the government tried to convinee Jamaicans of the benefits of
tourism and to mcrease the ability of its hotelicrs was (o open a hotel school. Another
injtiative was the Meet the People program. A list of names was kept on file of locals
who were intercsted in meeting with tourists, so when a visitor wished to meet locals or
experience local life they just had to call the tourist board office. This was to bring an
end to some of the tension folt between Jamaicans and tourists.

Taylor discusses the many initiatives sought by President Manley in the 1970s to
better Jamaica’s tourist industry. The presidont noted that therc had to be significant
changes made that would raise the morale of Jamaicans and bring them closer to the
tourists, rather than drive the two groups apart. However afier the 1973 energy crisis the
tourist indusiry was fading away. The cost of flights had increased significantly making
travel in accessible to many, and countries such as Canada and the US were focusing on
their own tour industries, having people travel and spend their money within their own
borders. To further this issue, Manley’s relationship with Cuba and non-alignment
position did not make Jamaica a popular destination for many US citizens.

Taylor closes his article with a discussion of the importance of the tourist industry
to Jamaica. Tourism has surpassed sugar ag the main industry of economic importance.
Taylor ends his conclusion with an excellent quote “.. just as the soil of many formerly
fertile areas of the world have become exhausted or totally removed by exploitation
without thought to the future, so are many tourist arcas being ruined by thoughtless
exploitation”.
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“Working Miracles: Woman’s Lives in the English Speaking Caribbean”
Chapters 1,2 and 10 (Conclusion)
Author: Olive Senior
Submitted to: Prof Mogrison, JSH, TCCRE
Submitted by: Krista Wray

The first chapter beging with a look in the importance of women in the Caribbean
family. The entire chapter is devoted to looking at the various combinations of families
(legitimate/illegitimate children, absent mothers or fathers) and the effects this has on the
children involved. She uscs mnterviews which help to confirm her research and provide
for a more involved article, ‘

Senior notes a couple of factors which have forced women to take on malo
gender roles, While economic conditions have forced women into the labour foree, the
lack of males in the home have also forced many into the role of father. This lack of
fathers and forced economie independence will force many women to seek child care else
where. Many times this will mean that young girls lose their childhood early on as they
are needed to care for the younger children or ill, The author remarks on the
commonality of the “absent father” discussion, suggesting that perhaps the “absent
mother” is ons topic which deserves much attention. She-uses.interviews to demonstrate
the difficulties facing both mother and child when the mother is absent for extended
periods of time because of a need io work. Other alternatives are to see the child move in
with another family within the community, cither part time or permanently. There
doesn’t noed to be any tic belween the child and family to which they are being given,
just an extreme necd from the parent for child care,

The social and developmental implications of this scparation vary from case {o
case. There were some children who saw liltle trouble with growing up in a housc that
was not their biolegical family’s, being treated the same as the childron of the parents
who ran the house. Other children reported being beaten, often for no reason, believing it
the violence io be cansed by the mere fact that they were not part of the biological family.

The majority of the rest £ the article looks at the importance of the father’s role in
the child’s life. Itis argued that this is indecéd a significant rclationship and that men are
taking more of s role than is often credited to them. While they may not live in the same
house as their child, a father who visits their child should still be considored present in
that child’s lifs. The rest of this article is devoted to a discussion on the importance and
difforence of being an waside or outside (legitimate/illegitimate) child, Thiz plays a large
part in determining the role the father will play in the child’s life,

In the second chapter Senior attemapts to understand women’s values and roles in
society by better understanding the modes of socialization threugh which they leam their
gender roles.

She begins with a look at what it is that influence people in understanding their
gender roles. These include factors such as culture, with mfluences such a8 mass media,
which help to perpetuate racist and sexist ideals. Sociceconomic status is another
influenced discussed. A child born into a more affluent family will have more
opportunities to develop and explore their creative potentials than a child of lower
income lamily who is forced into working early or constantly wondering where there
next meal will come from. - A lack of funds for purchasing toys, which would melnds

)
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stories to be read to or by young children, perpetuates illiteracy amongst the poor. A lack
of exposure to educational resources at a young age fails o develop the child’s ability for
motivation and intellectual development. The article continues on to discuss the
importance of being raised by a sister, mother or grandmother in determining what valaes
will be passed on. E

Other factors contributing to children learning their gender roles include the
clothes in which they're dressed as well as the household chores they are asked to
perform. Again this will differ amongst the various classes, however they are to some
extent the same. Much of this is also determined bv the amount in which then fatheris a
part of their life.

The conclusion opens with a critical look at the work. Senior identifies some of
the short comings of her work, where there is potential for fu_ture rescarch projects. She
continues (o sum up the arguments made i the previous chapters, Scnior discusses the
extreme difficultics facing young women, with prossure on having children as a gign of
adulthood, while at the same time fecling the pressure to become cducated in order to
better their economic situation, For many the pressure to have a child is too strong and
thus they are forced to drop out of school perpetuating the cycle of poverty.

s



Krista Wray 0167240

Canadian Aid: A Mixed Record and an Uncertain Future
Author: David R. Motrison
Submiited to: Prof Morrison, JSH, TCCBE
Submitted by: Krista Wray

The article opens with a critical discussion on developmental aid as capital and
expertise (ransfer, noting one of the major problems facing this form o aid comes from
the conflicting goals of many of its donors having both capitalist/political and
humanitarian motives. The main objective of the discussion to follow will concern

- Canada’s official development aid (ODA), considering both its generosity and
miserliness with an aftempt at explaming the factors that created these differences.

Canada’s bilatcral inter government aid agreements began under Louis St. ‘
Laurent’s administration in the 1950°s. Development assistance given in this period was
a direct attempt to counter the threat of the spread of Communism to many vulnerable
third world nations. There was littlc done officially to regulate aid as it was expected to
be a temporary program. However, into the 1960°s Canada began to foel increased
pressure from other leading nations, namely the United States and various old colonjal
powers, to increase their contribution to aid. In responsc Canada was a founding member
of the Development Assistance Comnmittes, a sub group of the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development and also set up a small External Aid Office,
which would later become Canadian International Development Agency.

The late 1950°s and early 1960"s also saw a change in the nations recelving
Canadian aid. No longer confinad to Asian nations that were former British colonies,
Caribbean and some African nations began to receive mid as well. One reason for this
was pressure put on the government from French Canadians who were critical of the
government’s biag toward English colonized nations. Canada was also much more
willing and less cautious to give aid and assistance in the 1960°s than it had been
previously.

As development efforts continued to expand through the 1970°s other mitiatives
were developed at home such as the Intemational Developruent Research Cenire. There
were, however, many factors which created setbacks to Canadian aid and development
efforts in the 1970°s. Examples of this include the Canadian government’s preoccupation
with the threat of Quebec sepurating and the OPEC oil shock.

There was a drop in aid in the late 1970°s when it was merely 0.43 per cont of the
GNP {the goal being for it to reach (.7 per cent), but as Trudeau came back into power he
made great cfforts to restore aid and achieve this goal by 1994, Clher changess were seen
in aid and development efforts in that much of the assistance was now being administered
by non government organizations. ‘

Under Brian Mulroney’s conservative government and later Jean Chretien’s
liberal government therc was a significant drop In aid as attempts to reduce the deficit
becarae priority. The end of the Celd War cra also decreased the urgency once felt for
international aid and development. Efforts, quitc ofien, were now conditional on
receiving government’s agreeing to incrcase human rights and/or democratization efforts.

Following the history of aid and development is a discussion on the main
objectives and goals of the assistance. Some are cultural, as Canadians we value

“assistance and helping those less fortunate, while others are political as seen with the
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fight to spread Communism noted above during the Cold War era. Development would
also present new opportunitics and markets for Canadian businesses with the polential for
increased profits as a long term benefit. '

There is also an interesting discussion on the choice of countries who will receive
aid. It is noted that aid 1s more effective when concentrated on certain nations and those
nations who are the poorest are in need of concessional transfers as they have the most
difficulty m mobilizing the resources acquired. Canada’s development efforts have been
poor in concentration but great in helping the poorest nations. This is attributed to
historical and political objcetives previously discussed.

It is later noted that the constant changes in development pohmca and eflorts was
not helpful for aid. Changes were made to improve and increage efficiency of aid and
devélopment and keep the projscts and efforts in line with Canadian policy and values of
the time. However, this was not supportive in that constant changes meant many projects
were left unfinished and develo pment groups were undermining Lhdr own efforts and
losing public support.

Canadian devclopment is then considercd thr ough two models, the statist and
dominant class vicw. The former believes that development offorts arc a reflection of the
goals and values of the political leaders instead of the goals of the recipient nations while
the latter argues that aid is used as a tool by leading nations to further capitalist goals in
this age of globalization, Itis argued that while both offer useful insight, neiiher view is
sufficient in completely analyzing Canadian aid efforts.

In conclusion, the article notes that despite the flaws in the Canadian mode] of
development and aid, there are mauny positive aspects and goals that have been realized
and these cfforts should continue.
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